P. O. Box 225

Hughesville, MD 20637

May 19, 2009

Charles County Commissioners

P. O. Box 2150

La Plata, MD  20646

Re:  Amendment to Base Map Amendment #07-31  

Dear Commissioners:
I am opposed to both the original and the revised application for proposed Base Map Amendment # 07-31.

The Jenkins property was farmed for many years.  There was no mistake in the original zoning and there has been no significant change in the character of the neighborhood.   Why you, our commissioners, are even considering the revised application is of great concern to me and many others.  

Mr. Chaney contends that the CC zoning would be less intense and would help support the objectives of the Hughesville Sub-Area Plan.  I beg to differ – CC zoning does not support the objectives of the Plan.  

The Revitalization Plan states the following Village Design Principle:  The design objective is to permit small scale, retail oriented, commercial office and employment areas that are pedestrian friendly.  The Plan also states the following results of a survey of Hughesville residents: According to respondents, “likes” about Hughesville include the existing rural, small town, friendly atmosphere with the obvious absence of big-box retail, franchise stores, and franchise eateries.  Hughesville Revitalization Advisory Committee (HRAC) likes are similar in that they include the small town atmosphere, small quiet, rural place, with no franchises or big box retail, and historic resources and cultural sites.  CC zoning allows big box stores and many other uses that do not meet the objective of the Revitalization Plan.  
The following is the Vision Statement from the Revitalization Plan:

Hughesville will be a vibrant rural community with a main street that is pedestrian in scale and lined with local shops.  It is a place where people can meet in public spaces adjacent to refurbished store fronts.  It is a place where Main Street provides the commercial services required by the surrounding local community and where the public facilities adequately serve the needs of residents.

I urge you to support the Hughesville Village Revitalization Plan, as well as the residents of Hughesville, and deny Base Map Amendment # 07-31.
Sincerely,

Joan Herbert

.
